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Bloodbath in Binhdinh . . . 

/The Public execution of an estimateđ 250 to 500 Saigon 
oííỉcials and others by Communìst íorces during theỉr 
occupation of Binhdỉnh Province adds another sordid 
chapter to the bloody history of the Vietnam war. 

The executions, reported by allied inteĩlỉgence officers 
and corroborated in on-the-spot interviews by a Times 
correspondent, expose once more the ruthless brutality 
which the Communists exhibited at Hue during thẽir 1968 
Tet offensive. Such barbaric tactics serve to undermine 
the prospects for a poìitical accommodation ỉn South 
Vietnam — the kind of accommodation the Communists 
say they are seeking in Paris. 

Binhđinh has also been a Principal target of the in- 
íamous "Phoenix” program, under which South Viet- 
namese counterterror teams— -recruiteđ, organized, sup- 
plied and paid by the C.I.A. — have sought to “neutralize” 
Communist cadres throughout the country. Accordmg to 
tẹstimony before a House subcommit tee last vear. Ò r §^0 
civilian Communi sts were executed undẽ ĩ THis pl-oir âm 
in a f ourteen-month perỉ od. ~ ' 

Both sidesTìavir commĩtteđ calculated atrocities in 
South Vietnam, over and beyond the inđiscriminate 
slaughter that inevitably results from the massive Amer- 
ậcan bombing and Communist shelling that have đom- 
inated the latest round of íighting there. Bloody reprisáls, 
like those that folỉoweđ the unsuccessĩul Communist 
coup in Indonesia seven years ago, are indeed a gruesome 
possibility for postwar Vietnam, no matter which side 
“j v ins. M But they can hardly be more terrible than the 
blọođbath the Vietnamese are suffering each day that 
this brutal war continues. The sooner both sides môve 
toward a negotiated settlement, the better the chances 
will be for a relativeỉy bloodỉess reconciliation. 

... The Hidden War 

The shiít from ground to air in the íocus of American 
mìlitary activities in Indochina has meant a shift from 
units baseđ in South Vietnam to combat groups operating 
írom air bases in Thailand and carriers at sea. The result 
has been a drastic cut in the visibility of the war to ;the 
American people, who must stỉll bear the moral and 
íinancial burdens of this interminable conílict. 

Some loss of visibiỉity is inevitable ìn this new kind 
of war since correspondents cannot hope to cover per- 
sonally the ỉmpact of bombings on wide-ranging targets, 
especially those in North Vietnam. But the American pub- 
Jic could — and certainly should — know a great deal more 
is presently being allowed to know about the 
anoaR ôpĩịiB IX ^í n r out by American pilots 
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years to shift jùrisdiction in a!I other typ.es of cases, 
but has yet to shiít ỉts íỉrst case. Just by way of making 
sure that record is kept intact for hospital workers, eight 
committee members have íileđ a separate statement em- 
phasizing their belief that hothing in the new Iaw’ does— 
or should — mandate a ehanged approach. 

Without a cĩear-cut mandate for priority of State law, 
enactment of the presept House bill \vould be an invita- 
tion to whữlesaỉe hospitạt strikes and an accelerated 
escalation of hospital costs/ ’ 

Welfare Reíorm s.o.s. 

Welfare reíorm is apparently not an orphan after all. 
President Nixon’s strong letter to the Senate urging that 
it not eviscerate the reíorm bill revives hope that he will 
not let the most innovative social proposal of his four 
years in the White House die without a struggíe. 

The President is right in believing that weĩfare reform 
will have no chance if the Senate strips away the poỉit- 
ically palatable parts of the measure and incorporates 
them into the pending revenue-sharing biil. Too much 
damage has alreađy been done by the earlier decisỉon of 
both houses of Congress to divorce higher Socìal Security 
beneíits from the omnibus bill for recastìng welfare by 
putting a guaranteed annual fỉoor unaer r"amiỉy income. 

Mr. Nixon’s renewed show of vigor in support of his 
three-year-old reíorm plan is accompanieđ by a hint from 
Secretary of Health, Eđucation and Welfare Richardson 
that the Ađministration may renew its suspenđcđ nego- 
tiations with Senate liberals, under the ỉeadership of 
Senator Ribicoff of Connecticut, for improvements in the 
version of welfare reíorm already twice passed by the 
House of Representatives. A coalition in support of a 
compromise bill could insure constructìve action xhis 
year to erase the demeaning line between the Vvmriâng 
poor and those totalỉy dependent on public assisiance. 

It is past time, as Secretary Richarđsoií has đecỉaređ, 
for Congress “to correct the conditions Oi rriisen r imposed 
by the disgrace we mistakenly call a welfare System.” 

Semi-Strip Mining 

Both houses of Congress have before -;hcm 1 
purport to mitigate the evils o? strip mininy. U/ , these 
measures, especially the one in thô Senate, a . greatỉy 
.strengthened the mitigation will be negí;gible. 

Representative Ken Hechỉer of West Virgin; a v/ould 
substitute a total ban on strip mining, to iake eitect six 
months aữer passage. For the American environment that 
would unquestionably be the best course. Therc ĨH scant 
nierit in the argumént that such a ban wouỉd throw men 
0, Jt of work since underground mining affords four times 
ĩaAO 3SOlỉ4 '' hv T surface mìning. And, vvhile 
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WaVỉi inợton, D.c.ị August Si, 1971. ^ 
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your own report : 


AID — through teclmical advice, provision of equípment, material, and traiu- 
íng-—is giviug assistance to * * *. 

And then you list several categories. 

But No. 2 is the “national police íỉeld forces, pararailitary-police 
Tinit engaged primariỉy in combating of VCĩ in rural areas. 

What I want to ask you — and I am trying to pnt this on the record 
as íairly and as clearly as possible. And I have talked at some length 
vrith Àmbassador Colby, and I expect to ask him. preo-isely the same 
questions on Monday vrhén he appcars. 

There are just one or two questions on this, and I woulđ appreciate 
ỵour answering them, not as an AID oổieial, but as a senior u.ồ. oữicer 
appoỉnted by the Président and coniirmed by the Scnate. And this is 
a question of your oath of oíĩice and is a question of your ability as 
a senior oíĩỉcer. 

The questions arc as f ollo ws : 

Is it not the purpose of the Phoenix program to eliminate the Viet- 
cong intrastructure by killing, capture, or rallying ? 

Mr. Nooter. I belicve that that is the casc. 

However ? I bolicve— — • 

Mr. Eeid. Second : 

Do you know how many VCI were killed in 1970 by the Plioenix 
■progrãm? 

Mr. Nooter. No, sir. We don ? t keep ổgures on tha-t. 

' Mr. Eeiđ. For the record, let me State, the results for the calendar 
year 1970 were 22,341, of which 8^ỹl were killed, 6,405 Tvere sentenced, 
and 7,745 Tvere rallied, 

• And I might add that the reồults for Tanuary and F ebruary of this 
year were 4,502, of which 1,629 •yyẹre killed, 1,346 were sentenced, and 
1,527 were rallỉed. 

And the projeetion of the hgures tlmt were killed for the entỉre ycar 
would be 9,774 killed, or an increase from an initial rate when tlìis 
program started of 15 percent to abont 36 percent. 

My question is: Are not the “VCI” the civilian -oữỉcials of the Na- 
tional Liberation Front — that is, tax col-lectors and, in sorne cases, 
village oíhcials or chieỉs? 

Mr. Nooter. I didnl understand the qiiestion. 

Mr. Reid. Are not the “VCI” the ciyilian oíHcials of the National 
Liberation Front — the tax collectors or villaga chieís — to the best oĩ' 
ỵour knowledge? 

Mr. Nooter. I really 

Mr. Reid. In otlier words, they arẹ not “military” or in the “politi- 
cal” cat.egòry, if you preíer, are they ? . 

Mr. Nooter. That really is an aspect of the program tliat don"t 
becomc involved ìn. And I am really not qualiííed to provide the 
ans\vers 011 that. 

Mr. Reid. Let me go to my ncxt qiiestion. 

ĩs not the Phoenix program, tlien, a clear violation of the Geneva 
Convention rclative to tlie protection of civdian pcrsons in time of 
\var? 

(ÌS-S70 — 71 4 
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